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Checklist
10 questions you must ask yourself about  

your current digital technologies program.

Tech Talk for Principals
Articles to support you to develop a robust digital 

technologies program.

Free Lesson Plan - Coding Introduction

Introduce students to the beginner concepts of coding. This 

can be used as an introduction to coding, or the first steps 

into a broader exploration of coding as a topic.

Pathway Ideas - Brainstorming Plan

Where do you want your Year 6 students to be by the time 

they graduate? Can we support you to achieve your goals?

2020 Calendar
Keep organised and plan ahead to ensure your students are 

developing a deep understanding of digital technologies.

What’s included?



Checklist 
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10 questions you must ask yourself about  
your current digital technologies program

Do you have enough equipment (laptops, tablets or computers) and 
internet capabilities to support a robust digital technologies program?

Are you able to teach digital technologies for at least 40 minutes per 
week to every student in the school?

Does every teacher have the confidence and skill set to deliver digital 
technologies to their students? Or is it left to one teacher?

Do you have a clear pathway of what you want your Kindergarten 
students to learn by the time they reach Year 6?

Does your existing digital technology plan incorporate mathematical, 
geometry, language, science, arts, comprehension and design 
elements that align with curriculum outcomes?

Do your current coding foundation lessons lead students to a real 
language or coding an electronic circuit or robot? 

Are your students playing with robots or constructing them?

Have you considered how online tools such as Code.org and Scratch 
could help you develop foundational concepts of a real language such 
as JavaScript? 

Are your lessons engaging and providing students with an enriched 
experience leading to a love of digital technologies?

Do your lessons allow students to collaborate, problem solve and 
develop skills in computational thinking and working memory?

If you answered yes to some of these you are off to a good start. With a little more support you 
will achieve great things. If you didn’t tick yes to all of the questions, ScopeIT Education is here to 
support you with building a robust digital technologies program for all your students. Ask us how.



Articles to support you to develop a 
robust digital technologies program 
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Robotics in the Classroom - Almost Certainly Not!
Robots v Robotics.

Unpacking the Digital Technology Lingo.
Your terminology guide.

Interpreting the Digital Technologies Curriculum.
Digital technologies is hard to teach. Why?

4 Tips to Introducing a Strong Digital Technologies Program 
Into Your School.
Does this sound familiar? Four common barriers to implementing 
an effective digital technologies program.

Tech Talk for Principals is a free resource produced by ScopeIT Education for schools. 
Educators can gain a valuable insight into a range of topics that explore digital 
technologies and how to build an effective program in your school. We have included 
a few editions in this survival kit to get you started.

TECH TALK FOR PRINCIPALSScopeIT Education – Term 4, 2019

Edition #13
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Teaching Kids to Learn... by Teaching Kids to Code

Does this sound familiar? Four common barriers to implementing an effective  Digital Technologies program
Digital technologies and the skill of coding now form  
an integral part of primary school curriculum in Australia. 
This is widely recognised as a must, however the 
implementation of an effective program often poses  
a challenge. 

Many schools are struggling with:       Finding suitably qualified and experienced teachers
Australian teachers already have numerous demands 
on their time and the level of professional development 
required for digital technologies education can be daunting. 

       Rolling out a program to ALL students in your school
Ask yourself - is your ICT teacher able to teach your whole 
school? We often see programs that focus only on a few 
school years or students who have a natural interest in 
coding or robotics.

       Deciphering the curriculum and developing 
appropriate lesson plansA digital literacy curriculum can be wide, varied and 
fraught with complexity and sometimes your teaching 
staff may not even be sure where to start. 
       Hardware and internet issuesWe know funding is always a challenge and having a 
computer lab that is up-to-date is often a luxury. 
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4 Tips to Introducing a Strong Digital Technologies Program Into Your School

TECH TALK FOR PRINCIPALS
ScopeIT Education – Term 2, 2019

Edition #11
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Teaching Kids to Learn... by Teaching Kids to Code

Interpreting the Digital Technologies curriculum 

Digital Technologies is hard to teach. Why?

We work with over 200 schools each year and the 

most common reason schools give us for engaging 

our services are: 

•	 Teachers	haven’t	learned
	this	subject	

themselves

•	 Schools	don’t	have	enou
gh	computers,	adequate	

internet	access	or	enough	
teachers	to	get	to	all	

students

•	 Teachers	don’t	understa
nd	some	of	the	

terminology

•	 If	teachers	don’t	underst
and	the	terminology,	

how	can	they	teach	the	sub
ject?	

In our last edition of Tech Talk for Principals, we 

provided a list of terminology from the Digital 

Technologies curriculum and provided meanings 

to help you decipher some of the language (if you 

missed it, please email us and we will send you a copy).

With an aim to provide you with useful solutions, 

in this edition we explore the challenges of 

understanding and implementing a difficult 

curriculum outcome, and how you might unpack it 

and implement solutions to address it.

TECH TALK FOR PRINCIPALSScopeIT Education – Term 1, 2019
Edition #10
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Teaching Kids to Learn... by Teaching Kids to Code

Unpacking the digital technologies lingo 
The digital literacy curriculum can be wide, varied and fraught with complexity. This edition of Tech Talk for Principals is a valuable resource which will help you understand the latest Digital Education terminology. For some, this will be revision, but for most there will be some technical words and aspects that are important to understand. This list is quite expansive, especially as more States implement Digital 

Technologies as a compulsory part of meeting the Australian curriculum for schools. ScopeIT Education have new digital technologies courses that align with 100% of the Digital Technologies curriculum outcomes for both State and National standards. Additionally, ScopeIT is endorsed by APPA (Australian Primary Principals Association). 

TECH TALK FOR PRINCIPALS
ScopeIT Education –Term 4, 2018

Edition #9
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Teaching Kids to Learn... by Teaching Kids to Code

Robotics in the Classroom - Almost Certainly Not!

A technology subject that immediately comes to 

mind for many is robotics, as many of us imagine a 

future almost outnumbered by machines that help, 

hinder (or even hurt!) us. Of course, many schools 

are attempting to dive into the topic to ensure 

their students stay ahead of the pack. One of the 

first things they notice is the cost. These robotics 

programs don’t come cheap. In fact, the vast 

majority of schools can’t afford them, or if they can,  

As classrooms across the world rapidly develop to cater to the new 21st century 

learning curriculum, one subject truly stands front and centre of mind. 

Digital Literacy. The T in STEM. Technology. 

the purchased robots often quickly lose their appeal 

and become dust collectors.

Perhaps there’s a better way to ensure the true basic 

elements of robotics are being taught in a way that 

continuously promotes creativity.

Let’s first work out what robotics is all about. Some 

terminology to start:
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Pathway Ideas 
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Foundations of 
programming

Block-based 
algorithms

Block-based 
coding

3D printing

Basic 
electronics 

circuits

Introduction 
to JavaScript

Digital 
safety

Website design 
or creation using 

HTML and CSS

App design or 
app coding using 

Apple’s swift

Robotic 
construction

Advanced 
electronics

What do you 
want to achieve?

Think about the bigger picture. 
Where do you want your Year 
6 students to be by the time 

they graduate? Can we support 
you to achieve your goals?


